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and manners, a return to classicism pure and simple,
the undiluted ancien regime; but the democracy
has grown too multiform and comprehensive for
that.

During the quarter of a century which had suc-
ceeded his famous " Avant-Propos" the Vicomte
de Vogue lived a strenuous and uneventful life.
In 1889 he was admitted into the French Academy;
from 1893 to 1898 he sat in the Palais Bourbon as
member for Annonay, the largest town, though not
the capital, of his own department of the Ardeche.
He travelled much ; he made stately appearances
in society; otherwise his whole career was con-
centrated in literature. He was a poor and proud
aristocrat who made the writing of articles his
profession. None of his books repeated the sensa-
tional success of " Le Roman Russe/' but for all of
them there was a loyal and respectful audience.
In the midst of the frenzied entente of 1893 ^e
published " Cceurs Russes/' in which were the tales
of Uncle Fedia, the colporteur, who gave his in-
nocent life to save Akoulina ; of Vassili Ivanovitch,
the tyrant landlord who came to life again while
the serfs were dancing round his death-bed; of
Joseph O16nine and his magical robe of fur. He
wrote novels, of which the best is "Jean d'Agr6ve,"
which has had passionate admirers, and which
describes the life of a modern Tristram and Iseult
in an elysian island somewhere off Hy&res.
This is marvellously written, but too lyrical to
be quite successful as a novel; it is like what